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THE MISSION OF THE TEXTILE INSTITUTE is to promote 
professionalism in all areas associated with textile industries 
worldwide. textiles, the international membership magazine 
of The Textile Institute, works to educate the public and 
inform governments on the realities of the textile industries, 
one of the aims of the Institute.

COVERING TEXTILE NEWS and providing in-depth articles 
encompassing all areas of the complete supply chain, 
textiles, remains the only magazine to cover every facet of 
textiles from fibre production through knitting, weaving and 
nonwoven manufacture, to fashion, retailing, architecture, 
footwear, medical and automotive products, in an intelligent, 
accessible, and contemporary way. It provides both business 
and production perspectives and is international in readership 
and outlook. textiles delivers a broad industry perspective 
on issues facing the textiles sector, as well as facilitating 
learning and research.
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Contents

Issue 2, 2020textiles

 3.  NEWS An overview of recent international press announcements relating to the 
textile industry and newly published books. 

 6.  MAURITIUS: ADAPTING TO THE CHANGING GLOBAL 
ENVIRONMENT The editor interviews Geerish Bucktowonsing, head of 
department for manufacturing (traditional sectors) at the Economic Development 
Board (EDB) Mauritius to find out more about how Mauritius sees itself as an 
exporter of apparel and textiles.

 10.  DENIM - BEYOND FASHION Since March / April 2020 fashion designers 
and product developers have been turning the latest, sophisticated and conscious 
chemistry into meaningful fashion propositions that actually ‘do something’. 

 13.  DENIM MANUFACTURING THROUGH 45 YEARS A look at the basics 
and changes over the last 45 years of denim, how indigo dyed cotton has changed 
through needs for cost effective production and fashion’s expectancy.

 15.  TIME FOR THE RESOURCE RESET (R2)! Covid-19’s impact is providing 
a time of new hope, renewal, rethinking and new opportunities to reset the future 
path. Research reveals changing consumer attitudes, with four trends driving the 
resource reset (R2).

 18.  SUSTAINABILITY: CONFIDENCE IN DETERMINATION The 
underlying objective of the various standards and indices as applied to the fibres/
textile product groups is similar. However, differences exist, leading to divergent 
conclusions. 

 21.  MELTBLOWN MADNESS Covid-19 has shaken the world for many reasons, 
but one sector has seen demand for its products grow exponentially, changing the 
way we trade, with many countries taking a national approach to a global issue.

 24.  SHOES DESIGNED FOR WHEELCHAIR USERS A large gap exists in the 
clothing market for people with disabilities, little research and development has 
taken place, and there is a lack of relevant standards and information for shoes, 
including size standards.  

 27.  TI NEWS We report on a virtual 110th AGM, new awards and competition results, 
and take a look at who’s just received their TI qualifications. New corporate 
members are introduced and the BTMA is congratulated for its 80th Anniversary.     

 33.  CALENDAR Events listings from around the world. 

FROM THE EDITOR
 Please note that the content of this issue of textiles has been created during the evolving Covid-19 crisis. We have 
updated features where it has been possible to do so, but it is not possible to anticipate all eventualities as we go to 
press. We do hope you continue to enjoy the magazine and that you stay safe and well.
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Cover image courtesy of Andrea Bastianelli of Italian innovation management organisation Victedo srl.

Contents

Issue 1, 2020textiles

3 NEWS
An overview of recent international press announcements relating to the textile industry 
and newly published books. 

6 SPAIN: PASSION AND TECHNOLOGY
 The editor interviews Virginia Garcia and Patricia Arco from Eurecat in Catalonia, Spain to 
get a deeper insight into how Spain sees its role in the textile industry of the future.   

11 TESTING FOR CHEMICALS
 Ikea is leading the way with an innovative project that tests for the residual chemicals left 
on textiles after post-consumer.      

14 MICROFIBRES, MACROFIBRES, WHAT ARE THE RISKS?
 A growing issue for the fashion and textile sector, Dr Mark Sumner from the University of 
Leeds provides an overview of this complex area and helps us to understand the current 
situation. 

18 WHEN PRINTING BECOMES 3 DIMENSIONAL
 3D coatings that can be printed on textiles helping to keep them breathable, but also 
provide a high level of protection to enhance the look and functionality. Dr Thomas 
Schmidt of the HuaFeng company provides an insiders look at the capabilities yet to be 
explored.    

21 OPPORTUNITIES ABOUND FOR TEXTILES
 In the heart of the UK car manufacturing industry in Birmingham, UK, the first edition 
of Textile Opportunities in a Changing Automotive Industry, (TOAI) took place in early 
February, the editor reports on some of the new technologies being developed for the 
sector.

22 CHALLENGING TIMES – NEW REALITIES
 As the coronavirus slowly sweeps around the world, the editor takes a look at what 
is happening, how the industry should prepare and what the future may look like in a 
changed reality.  

25 TI NEWS
 Reports from another successful Parliamentary lunch, provides important 
announcements about the Institute’s AGM and membership fees, as well as looking at 
who’s received their TI qualifications, visits made, new Corporate Members and what is 
planned for the rest of 2020.    

33 CALENDAR
Events listings from around the world. 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
 As we started a new decade there was a feeling of optimism for new beginnings, but we didn’t quite expect things 
to change so dramatically throughout the world in the first few months of 2020. This issue of textiles has been put 
together at a time of massive change for the world, our economies and our lives, what the new future will look 
like some are just finding out while others are still battling through. We have hope in our hearts for all our readers 
throughout the world – stay safe – the storm will pass.
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Issue 3, 2019textiles

2 NEWS
An overview of recent international press announcements relating to the textile industry.

6 SLOW FASHION LEADS TO SLOW RETAIL
 The editor interviews Rebekah Matheny from Ohio State University about the next big 
trend in retail and how we educate our students to provide them with the tools to meet 
the sectors demands.   

11 SRI LANKA: A COUNTRY OF INNOVATION
 Sri Lanka has built its competitive edge on value-addition rather than cheap production 
cost, with greater emphasis on product quality and its ability to manufacture niche 
products.     

14 WRAP
 As the UK’s Sustainable Clothing Action Plan reaches a major milestone we look at new 
reports just published.

15 FASHION ‘FIT’ FOR THE FUTURE
 Fashion trends are constantly moving to explore new ways of expressing the individual 
or group and aided by new technologies and globalisation have become an increasingly 
hazardous impactor on the environment.   

18 SERIOUS REFLECTION FOR ACTION
 Retail and the fashion industry, are plagued by the practice of overproduction, unsold 
garments and massive amounts of leftover stock, which leads to the burning, or 
landfilling of tens of hundreds of tonnes of garments every year. Are we providing the 
right tools for the next generation of designers to change the way we manufacture.

20 CREATION OF A HISTORICAL LIBRARY ARCHIVE
 The University of Bolton is putting together a new library archive covering the cotton 
industry of Lancashire.

22 BEYOND ELECTRIC
 Opportunities for textile manufacturers continue to grow in the fast-moving automotive 
sector.

25 AUTOMOTIVE RECYCLING DEVELOPMENTS
 Groupe Renault’s project called ‘àfiler’ (to thread) has recently met some milestones 
providing the new Renault Zoe with recycled interior surfaces.  

27 TI NEWS
 Takes a look at who’s just received their TI qualifications, successful section events, new 
Corporate Members, new staff and courses, and why your Institute needs your help.   

33 CALENDAR
Events listings from around the world. 
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The Medals and Awards Committee is now seeking 
nominations from industry and academia for Medals and 
Awards 2020 in categories such as a demonstrable effect on 
sustainability policy and practice, assistance for a student to 
present a paper at an international conference, devotion to the 
furtherance of scientific knowledge of fibres, or distinguished 
service on a Section Committee.

Medals and Awards will be presented at the prestigious
TI AGM and Awards Lunch later in the year.

Download a
nomination form at

www.textileinstitute.org/
medals-and-awards

For more information, email 
Becca Williamson

bwilliamson@textileinst.org.uk

Do you know someone
whose contribution
to textiles should
be recognised?
Medals and Awards 2020 now open for nominations

‘I am honored to receive the
Young Persons Award – it 

allows me to demonstrate my 
commitment and dedication.’

Pranil Vora LTI
awarded The Textile Institute

Young Persons Award 2019

‘I felt honored, happy and 
humbled at such a

prestigious recognition.’
Chandramani Thenuwara

awarded the
Institute Medal for Design Award 2019

NOMINATE

NOW! 
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Issue 1: 
Special Report: 	 Supply Chain
Focus:		  Sports 
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Advertisement Booking 	 15 February 
Advertisement Material 	 26 February 
Publish week commencing 	 15 March
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Focus:		  Architecture 
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Advertisement Material 	 19 November 
Publish week commencing 	 13 December

Additional distribution: Heimtextil, Germany

Please note: Unavoidable changes may occur to the published schedule. 

ADVERTISING RATES
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Double Page Spread	 GBP£3000	 Single Page	 GBP£2000
(based on the supply of copy and images to be used)

Note: Without a laser copy of the advert for proofing no liability is accepted by the publisher for colour/reproduction.
If you are interested in including an insert or classified advertising please contact Rebecca Unsworth.

All prices are subject to VAT as applicable.  
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Issue 1: 
Special Report: 	 Education
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Country Report: 	 Japan

Editorial deadline 		  28 January 
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Advertisement Material 	 25 February 
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Issue 2: 
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Country Report:	 Bangladesh
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Advertisement Booking 	 24 June 
Advertisement Material 	 8 July 
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Issue 3: 
Special Report:	 Footwear
Focus:		  Waste 
		  Nonwovens
Country Report:	 Mexico

Editorial deadline 		  21 October 
Advertisement Booking 	 4 November 
Advertisement Material 	 18 November 
Publish week commencing 	 12 December

Additional distribution: Heimtextil, Germany
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WORLDWIDE DISTRIBUTION
textiles provides a qualified 

readership circulating to all 
members of The Textile Institute 
who reflect the complete textile 
supply chain. Over 4000 copies 
are mailed to members and 
subscribers worldwide in addition 
to an online readership of over 
4800 globally.

27 countries in Europe:
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